TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION ... .. e e e e 1
MARIA MONTESSORI AND THE MONTESSORI METHOD ............... 3
Introduction . ........ . ... 3
Early Years . .. ... . 4
Medical School ....... ... ... . . .. e 6
Early Work With Children ... ............ ... ... ... ... . . . . .. 7
TheCasaDeiBambini ........... ... ... ... .. . ... 13
The Developmentofthe Method . .. ....... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... .... 19
Montessori Trainingand Schools ................................... 25
Last Years . ........ ... e 28
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT ........ ... ... e 30
Introduction . ...... ... ... .. 30
Planes of Development ................. ... ... .. ... ... . . . . . . ... 32
Research in Growth and Development . . ............................. 42
Growth and Development, 6-12 .......... ... ... . ... ... ... ... .. ... 49
Physical Growth and Development ........... ... ... .. ... ....... 50
Cognitive Development . . ... .. e e 67
Social Growth and Development .......... ... .. . . i 84
SUMMARY OF MONTESSORITERMS ........ ... ... ... .. ... . oo 108
Terms That Have Appeared Previously . ........ ... .. ... ... 108
PUTTING THE MONTESSORI METHOD INTO PRACTICE .............. 115
Introduction . ..... . .. ... 115
The Designed Environment .. ..... ... ... ... ... . ... ... . . ... ... 116
Introduction . ... ... 116
Classroom Set-Up . ..ottt e e 116
Use of All Available Space ......... ... i 128
Materials . ... .. e 144
Range of Materials . ......... ... i 151
The OUtdoOor Area . ...t e e e e e e e 160

© NAMC - North American Montessori Center



Presentations and Activities ............. .. .. . .. 162

INtrOdUCHION . . . e 162
Basic Elements . ... ... ... 162
Issues at the Elementary Level . ... ... ... .. . i, 168
The Startof the School Year .......... ... ... . ... .. ... ... ... ...... 187
Introduction . . ... ... 187
Providing Entry ltems ... ... e 188
Planningthe First Day . . ... e 189
Maintaining a Positive Tone .. ... ... . . 198
Establishing Rules and Routines ........ ... ... .. .. 199
Focusing on Normalization . ............ . .. .. 202
Introducing the Elementary Curriculum . ....... ... .. ... .. ... ... .... 214
Communicating with Parents in the First Weeks . ..................... 218
The Typical Day . .......... ittt ettt et 219
Introduction . . ... ... 219
Greeting and Morning Work Period . ...... ... ... .. 220
Group TIMe .. e e e 224
Lunch, Clean-up, Storytime, FreePlay .......... ... ... ... ........ 226
Individual Reading . . .. ..o ot 226
Afternoon Work Period . ... ... . . e 227
Group EXErCisSe . . ...t e e 227
Clean-up and CloSiNg . . .o oottt e e e 228
The Role ofthe Teacher .......... ... ... . . . . i, 230
Introduction . . ... ... . 230
GUIE et e e e 230
Model .. e e 237
ObSEIVEr . e e e 248
ReCOrd-Keeper . ... e 250
Parent Ally . ... e 263
Professional . . ... ... e 271
SOURCES FOR MATERIALS .. ...... .. . i 277

INFORMATION FOR NEW GRADUATES

SEEKING PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE ............. ... ... ... ..., 279
Introduction . ... ... . .. 279
Making a Good FirstImpression . . ............... ... ... ... ... .. ... 279
Preparing for and Participatinginan Interview .. ..................... 291
Using Forms Effectively .............. ... ... ... . .. . . . . . . . . . . 292

© NAMC - North American Montessori Center



PNt . e 295
WD .. 299
Audio/VIideo . ... e e 302
GLOSS ARY . .. 303

© NAMC - North American Montessori Center





